as it does, to give a more systematic, as well as a more condensed, view of the author's researches than was consistent with his former plan, it now takes the shape of a treatise addressed to the whole of the medical public. Certainly, no better guarantee could possibly be given for the faithful discharge of the duties implied in writing such a treatise, than the previous career of Dr. Brinton. His book is not, perhaps, one which occupies the entire field implied in the title; but it is one everywhere inspired by the spirit of truth, and is comprehensive enough to prove useful and suggestive. It hardly aims at being brilliant or amusing, but it is everywhere readable, and, without tediousness, it is earnest, solid, and instructive. Among the numerous works which have of late years issued from the press upon gastric pathology, it yields to none in importance ; and we feel assured that it will be found to supply a want even in this crowded region of medical literature.
What has the stomach done to attract to its delinquencies and misfortunes so large a share of public and professional attention 1 This is a question we often ask ourselves; and it is one easier to ask than fully to answer. In one way, indeed, it is easily enough answered. He entirely rejects the idea of secretion of air into the intestinal canal as a cause of this symptom; pointing out that the gas of flatulent intestines, even when not containing elements which cannot be procured from the blood in appreciable quantity, differs altogether in composition from the usual gaseous products of the system as evolved in expiration.
" It contains," he remarks, " ten times the quantity of carbonic acid, and two hundred times the quantity of nitrogen found in expired air; and he argues, not without force, that gas of this composition is much more likely to be evolved from the food than from the process called " secretion," which has only been hypothetically called into existence to account for cases of enormous flatulent distension occurring within a very short period of time. Still, this is only, after all, a question of probability, and it does not appear impossible Reviews. [July, that the gas of secretion may, when separately procured, present a different composition from that which has hitherto been analysed as intestinal flatus.
Dr. Brinton lays great stress on the fact that in sudden and complete starvation the gases disappear from a great part of the canal; but the stoutest advocate for secretion will not deny, now-adays, that gases are evolved in large quantity from the food; and, further, that the absence of food from the system diminishes, as respects the blood and the tissues, the sources from which waste gaseous matters are to be drawn, according to the hypothesis. The The results of both these inquiries are given in this book as fully as is necessary for the busy practitioner, and in a form better adapted, perhaps, for his perusal than the original papers. The same conscientious care for truth has guided the author through every part of his researches, as is apparent in the ground we have now gone over; and indeed not one sentence or phrase from beginning to end of this work will bear the construction that it is written at random, or without the most serious reflection. We sometimes differ from the conclusions adopted; but we are obliged to do so with the respect which is due to well-considered opinions. The practical man will miss some of those vague and dashing generalizations to which he is accustomed in works of this kind. 
